For anime lovers, Gundam is not just a Japanese television series; it’s a cultural phenomenon. Since its debut in 1979,
Mobile Suit Gundam has shaped how we think about the future, technology, and humanity’s place in the cosmos. Set in
the Universal Century, a fictional era where humans live in space, Gundam’s depiction of “mobile suits” and the strug-
gles of war has resonated with generations of fans across the globe. But the impact of Gundam goes far beyond enter-
tainment—it’s a symbol of human ambition, creativity, and the drive to reach beyond our current limitations.
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One of the most profound examples of this vision came
to life in December 2020, when the RX-78F00 Gundam—a
life-sized, moving statue—was unveiled in Yokohama
to mark the 40th anniversary of Mobile Suit Gundam.
Standing 60 feet tall, this Gundam wasn’t just a rep-
lica—it was a technological marvel, capable of moving
its head, arms, and even kneeling. The exhibit, which ran
from December 2020 to March 2024, was extended twice
due to overwhelming demand, with over 1.5 million visi-
tors witnessing its stunning performances at the Gundam
Factory Yokohama.

At the heart of the RX-78F00 Gundam’s movement sys-
tem was Sumitomo Drive Technologies’ Paramax gear-
box, a state-of-the-art industrial drive solution enabling
smooth, precise, and safe articulation. Paramax gear-
boxes are known for their robust design, high-load capac-
ity, and reliability in industrial applications. Featuring
a 25-degree pressure angle for enhanced dedendum
strength, optimized cooling efficiency, and low-noise
operation, the Paramax gearbox played a crucial role in
making the Gundam come to life. These features ensured
stability and durability, embodying the engineering mar-
vels that push mechanical limits.

The RX-78F00 Gundam was dismantled following its
successful run, but it won’t disappear from the spotlight.
Instead, it’s heading to the Gundam Next Future Pavilion
at Expo 2025 in Osaka—where it will take on a powerful
new form as statue. The exhibit—running from April 13
to October 13 of this year—will invite visitors into a world
where life in space is commonplace, with futuristic con-
cepts such as orbital elevators and coexisting with mobile
suits depicted through immersive experiences.

Unlike previous life-size Gundams, the statue at Expo
2025 will not stand upright. Instead, it will kneel, with its
hand outstretched toward the heavens. After sundown,
beacons of light will shine from behind the statue, creat-
ing a dramatic effect that emphasizes its towering form—
not as a weapon of war, but as a vision of the future we can
all build together. From Yokohama to Osaka, as human-
ity continues to reach for the stars, Gundam reminds us
that the impossible is always within our grasp, waiting to
be realized.

PIE

powertransmission.com


https://www.powertransmission.com/

